Epidemiological studies of alcohol and drug use by the youth of Australia.
The use of alcohol and other drugs (with the exception of tobacco) by Australia's youth has never been surveyed nationally. Ad hoc surveys have been made on populations that are often not comparable, and the criteria for "use" have been inconsistent. However, one can rank the use of alcohol and drugs; those most commonly used are the legally, socially acceptable substances--alcohol, tobacco, and the analgesics. Of the illegal drugs, cannabis is the most popular; narcotics are used infrequently. Further epidemiological studies should be coordinated, examine comparable populations, and use identical criteria for "use."